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SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS
ON UNIFORM STATE LAWS.
To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts:—The Commissioners on Uniform State Laws
during the year ending November 30, 1925 have been Mollis R. Bailey, Chair-
man and Secretary, Prof. Samuel Williston and Joseph F. O'Connell. They
respectfully submit the following report:
Acts Recommended Last Year
The Commissioners a year ago recommended the adoption of three uniform
laws, viz.:—The Uniform Conditional Sales Act, The Uniform Occupational
Diseases Act, and The Uniform Declaratory Judgments Act.
The Chairman of the Industrial Accident Board did not favor the adoption
of the Uniform Occupational Diseases Act and we did not press its enactment.
A hearing was had before the Judiciary Committee on the Uniform Condi-
tional Sales Act. This uniform law has been enacted in ten States, including
such important commercial States as New York, New Jersey and Wisconsin.
Enactment of the law was opposed by persons representing the furniture busi-
ness and other concerns engaged in selling goods on the instalment plan.
The Judiciary Committee by reason of this opposition refused to recommend
the adoption of the act. We do not present it this year.
A hearing was also had before the Judiciary Committee on the Uniform
Declaratory Judgments Act. This act has been adopted in eight States. Frank
W. Grinnell, Esq., Secretary of the Judicial Council, suggested to the Judiciary
Committee that a bill upon the same subject had been prepared by Judge Shel-
don when he was Chairman of the Judicature Commission and the matter was
one which might well be considered by the Judicial Council before being acted
upon by the Judiciary Committee.
The matter accordingly was referred to the next General Court.
Annual Meeting of the Conference
The thirty-fifth annual meeting of the National Conference of Commission-
ers on Uniform State Laws was held in Detroit, Michigan, August 25-31, 1925.
The Conference considered and again finally approved a Uniform Arbitration
Act.
It considered a uniform mortgage act and decided not to approve the same.
It discussed a Uniform Act Governing the Use of Highways by Vehicles, a
Uniform Extradition Act, a Federal Tax Lien Registration Act, a Uniform
Chattel Mortgage Act, a Uniform Trust Receipts Act and a Uniform Fire
Arms Act and voted that these acts be further considered by the several com-
mittees having the same in charge.
The Conference finally approved the Uniform Written Obligations Act, the
Uniform Inter-party Agreement Act, and the Uniform Joint Obligations Act
and recommended the same for adoption.
The American Bar Association at a meeting in September approved the Uni-
form Arbitration Act and the three acts last above mentioned.
Officers of the Conference.
George B. Young of Montpelier, Vt., was elected President.
Jefferson P. Chandler of Los Angeles, Cal., was elected Vice-President.
George G. Bogert, now of Chicago, 111., was re-elected Secretary.
W. O. Hart of New Orleans, La., was re-elected Treasurer.
Jesse A. Miller of Des Moines, la., was re-elected Chairman of the Executive
Committee.
Prof. Samuel Williston was appointed a member of the Committee for Co-
operation with American Law Institute; also a member of the Committee on
Scope and Program and a member of the Uniform Commercial Acts Section;
also chairman of Committee on Amendments of Uniform Acts.
Joseph F. O'Connell was appointed a member of the Uniform Torts and
Criminal Law Section.
Hollis R. Bailey was appointed chairman of Committee on Uniform Marriage
and Divorce Acts and a member of the Uniform Social Welfare Acts Section.
Acts Recommended This Year for Enactment in Massachusetts.
1. Uniform Declaratory Judgments Act.
The Commissioners again recommend the enactment of the Uniform Declara-
tory Judgments Act. This act has been adopted in eight States, including New
Jersey and Pennsylvania. The reasons which were advanced last year for the
adoption of the act still hold good. This act, after several years consideration,
was approved by the National Conference of Commissioners in 1922; and in
1923 was approved by the American Bar Association. The act was drafted
after a very careful study of the English law and practice on the subject of de-
claratory judgments. The fact that eight States have already adopted the uni-
form law makes it very desirable that Massachusetts should enact the uniform
law rather than adopt a law worded in a different way. Before the uniform law
was recommended, five States, viz., Florida, Michigan, Wisconsin, Kansas and
New York had adopted the principle which is the basis of the law.
We believe that this Uniform Law is a good law and we hope it will be
adopted in Massachusetts this year.
2. Uniform Law Relating to the Discharge of Obligors Bound for the same
Debt.
This law was drafted by Prof. Williston at the suggestion of the American
Law Institute, was carefully considered by a committee of the National Con-
ference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws and by the Conference as a
whole and was finally approved at the last meeting of the Conference in August,
1925. It was approved by the American Bar Association at a meeting held in
September, 1925.
It is universally agreed that the common law in regard to joint obligations
is likely to work injustice. The effect of the common law very often is not fully
understood by the parties that enter into such obligations or by those to whom
they are bound and the results are often very technical.
It is with a view to correcting these injustices that the present uniform law
has been prepared.
Financial Statement.
Amount of Appropriation ........ $750 00
Paid Samuel Williston, traveling and other expenses
Paid Joseph F. O'Connell, traveling and other expenses
Paid Hollis R. Bailey, traveling and other expenses
Paid Contribution towards expenses of National Conference
Paid Printing Annual Report ....
Unexpended balance
$114 58
